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TO THE READER... 
I » of & 4 | 
Courteous Reader, 
V T lth burthened beayt! 44 once the two Diſciples travelliy 
| wrto Emaus, foketo Chrift 4 (mpoſed franger WC ek 
we wnto thee , Art thou « ftranger in ov Tſland; and baft nit kuown 
the things that have comt to yaſsintheſe wary the fat ber hath 
been divided againſt the ſon , ang the ſon againſt the father , thrtt. 
cg ainft two, and 1wo againſt three, -Even a mans foes they of bis own 
honſhold; ſo great have been our Diviſions like Reaben,that no.ſoouer 
light hath been by Gods grace manifeſted to the begetting Children 
of the Free-woman, but preſently they are perſecuted by the Children 
, of the Bond-woman; and how unpleaſing thu ts to Jeſu Chriſt, and 
bow anlihe his golden Rale that ſaich, And all things whatſoever 
- ye would thatmen ſhqyld do to. you, do ye evenlp, to them, 
for this is the Law , and the Prophets. We ſay how wnplcaf 
this is to him , judge wpen thy ſeriow peruſal of this following 
Treatiſe,which we commend to thy peruſal in thy moſt retired con» 
federation, when thou canſt read with thy thowghts; leaft cambred 
"With other buſineſs , our «in what webeg mi be periiſed ; i 
. 4 tht Corſo , inſetding at ker y tharwhbich God mude free z CVE 


the Conſcience. (T bew cani# not bee. ignorant of the great Comro- 
vt7 fie that wow is On foot as to Wuiformity in Worſhip, to impoſe by 
{Ydjolence , where they cannit perſwade , under (ceming pretence of 
\ \Stripture warrant and antiquity , the contraryto which u afſerted. 


be word: of trath and ſoberneſs, by Scripture, reaſow, andpra- 


« of the Priutive tinse 1. - >, | db T. Yi Oe] 
And left violence and oppr fd 60n{clonce,ſhonld,rus ny tathar 
be'gbt till it terminate in leod of ſunet heare dear, aud thiir, 


blood precions in the eye1 of the God of all theEarth,t berefore bave 
wecommitted this nnto the view of all men 4s part of the work of our 
Gener ation 1% fingleneſs of heart, and remain lovers and prayers for 
all men that we m1ght live apeacenbly, anda quiet lifein all godline(s. 
and honeſty, ' . » ; + Farewel. > | © 
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- Joſeph Wright, Will. Reynolds, 
Ges. Fran Smith, 
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| ' Sions Groans for ber Diſtreſſed, 


Sober Ehdeavours to prevent Inno- 


-.cent Blood, and ftabliſh che Nation in the 
: _, ; beſtof Settlements. 


a S all the holy Scriptures have 'been written 
F atore-time for our learning and admanition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are com; 
So that particular Book of the Revelation, 15 
of fuch exccllent wotch, That bleſſed is he that 
readeth, and they that bear the words of thus 
Prop beſit, and keep thoſe things that, are written therein, ſor the 
time's &t hand. In which Book ,, in no. leſs chan three ſeve- 
ra Pexcs ic is celtificd, tha» che Nations of the world , and 
inhabirers of the Exrth, with their Kings, woull drink the 
Winc of the fornication of thac abominable Harlot , that fit- 
reth upon- Peoples, and Multitudes , ani Nations and 
Toaguzs, and by her ſorcerics deceiveth all Nations until 
biey Bacoms drank, anJ1 altogether uncapavle (tn that con- 
dition)ro reccive the pure waters Of life, rendred ro them in 

the plain way of the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. | 
"This wich grict of heart we (ce ro viliblestor the Doftrine 
and Traditio:1s of Rome ( who is myſtcry Babylon, an4 fince 
her Apoſtacy th: Mother of Harlots , For the woman which 
thou ſaweſt, is that great City which reigutth over th: Kings of 
the exrth) haye (o corrupted the carth, and clouded the un- 
derftandings of th: ſons of men, that the great and moſt 
importante truths of Gad cannot bee received or be- 

lkeeved. E 
The xcaſon why the Nations are ſo generally begailed 
inthe concernments of their fouls , is becauſe rhe greateſt 
: k- AY part 


% 
* 


Revy.14.8, 
Chap.t7.2. 


and r8.3. 


Chap.17.18 n 


Sions Groans for ber Diftreſſed, 


part being carnal and unregenerate perſons buf: _atu- 
rally inclined to ſuch wayes of W "Py a3 accodaþa, m. 
nied with external pomp and glory, and therefore the Spirir 
ot rhe Long nes that the great phys fillexh Boy ound 
nations,aund filtby tornicarigns ig a golden cupdiethgPhy- 
(itian that Any his bitter Pill , tbar Re (EA may 4 
ener _ _ + Church, and ber fol _ 

cOth the RemiſÞ ChUrcty QWers, waoto 
nike Yeh carnal Qrdinances finde the _berter reception, 
dcliver ihena to the inhabitants of rhe earth, by fuch as ar 
honourable amongſt men 19 worldly. SanQtuaries , moſt. 
magnificently built and adornedy endowed with Lordly Ree 
venues, accompanied with Muſick and Voyces, and Pontifi- 
cial Veltments , : yea many. Superſtitions'and Cuſtomes 
meerly earthly and fentual | (it not worſe) which we fay fo 
plcafeth the earthly and unregeneratc may, that hg is ready 
to ſay , This is thebeſt Religion, which is of malt eſteem in 
the Nations, and accompanicd with all carthly glory and. 
delighes , altogether furgertiog , char ſtrait is the gate» and 
nagrow 15 the way that leads to life, and tew there be that 


finde it,,, And that which is | highly elteemed among maenels, | 


abominarigpinthe light of 'God, 

And if it had been the minde of the Lord Jefus, thatthe, 
Goſpel ſhould have beenrecommended unto the. world, and' 
accompanicd with theſcCerc monies andFormalities that are-. 
prattiled in the worſhip of the Nations , or were uſed ag, 
mongſtrhe Fems , ixis. very ſtrange we ſhould nor have one 
word for it inallthe Scyprures of che New Teſtament, 


Heb.3.2, 556 when Chtiſt was as fai:hful over his houle , as Moſes was 
DeuP18 1Þ>19 gyer his, and iStobe heard in all things as Hoſes himſe)f 


commanded ; and. there will be little enccuragcment to 
touch with the Gemti/e Nations in their ſuperſtitious Cere- 
monics When it ſhall be conſidercd, that the Rites and Cee» 
remomes of the Moſaical law being once the appointments 
of God, did tarexceed in glory what the ſhallow inventions 
of theRemyſh,or any of theNaticnal Churches arc ableto pro- 
duce, yet wholly taken away ; which the Author to the 
Hebrews notably proves, ſaying , Then verily the firſt Cove. 
want bad alſe Ordinances of Divine ſavvice , and 4 worldly 


Sas. 


at. ' 0' 
High-peltth,ontoltcings, andlimenOcuumers belonging 1.4, q, 
Covenarry; bufaabour fur ior; If that fir ft {vvenant Chap. 10.9. 
bad der fanltirſs, thin nd'ptera hind. been ſanughr for tbe (econ, 
and be 1okeob ama the finfty:1che 1 he. mig bv: oftabliſh the 


And now under the'fecdnd Covenanc, which is the Golrel; 
the Rowsſb Biſhop,or any man on earth, cannet be gur High- 
prieſt , For we have ſuch an High-prieft who i ſet onthe right <P $:12- 
hand of the T brone of the Majeſt yin tha heavens, a Miniſter of 
the Spn[0ndry 4 4hd of the Tahermicle mbich the Lord picherb, 
and hor eneh. * . 184 37 


£37) » ©MDX1'6; 7 I - 
: Andnderchisiccond Covenant, God hav nec promiled | 


under this{ccond 

wepaſunenodor Ten ilr of waod and ſtone, .as of 

; For wow-rbe meſh Ht: leth.not in Temples made with a0 _— , 
bends, as the ſuperfiitious: Clergy would perſwadc us, bur 
where twoor three arg gathered rogerher in the name of 
Thriſt;ebere is heinchomigit ob them, alc it be ina 
Houlobya River ${ide, on a Mountainz ar wa Wildcracls, 
fuchlitrie reſpeRt hath he ro place. ; 

As liale reſpe& hath God:co perſons, becauſe: of any ho- 
nour or eſteern they may have in the world; either for birth 
or patural endowments, bur {ch as uſually are fooliſh, 
weak, and baſe inthe eyes of che world, doch he make uſc 
of iache work of the Goſpel , chat fo the learned DoRors- 
and Maſtcrs of Arts may not have: wherew:thall. wo 


boa(t 

Which deſpiſed-way of the Goſpel we. well know be- 
cones a great-{tumbling block tothe Gemiole Nations, As in 
che fult livery of it. it diduato the Jews, who would not 
roccave _ yu _ ory his CO not ac- 
companiecd- with tha. earthly their: corrupe - 
hearrsaftetcd', and rather would retainthat exploded dil- 
penſtiva.ot the Law which God had depar:ed trom , than 
they: would receive the glorious Goſyel. by thoſe hands the 
(dome of God t fic to tender .ic , for which ob» 
A 3 flnacy 


1 Ca&.1. 26, 
37z2$,19.. 


8 Thc]. 2.16. 


AR 13.51. 


Mat. 10.14" 5, 


: Image ot theirxdoventions,' tha 


Duke ot Atva,8&& others? what Mailacres th France , Piedmont, 
* and /reland, to carcy on the buſineſs of Religion, for the 


Lcalnthewrempry ar ; 
bath his gdilplealurc'againſt, andhavc v0 fooling in 
the whole Book of God,rather thanithey will reccive the pure 
Wy of God without theamxcurt -bugdanc loventions and 1 
1radiions. : # 0: 

- But thebarercjectionof Truchy and imbraang of crror 
is.10t all the cvil, thar the Nations generally atc ngaged 4a 
by cheChurch of Kewegan hertol lowarsbut boy $0.6cmpleab 
and fillupthc uncaſure of their iniquitics , like ANabachade. 


xeczar, nothing lcſsmiuſt decinftifted on-thidewans of he 
moſt:High God, that -canoot: boy. 60:50 Negi 
1 fixry raace-ek. - 


ation; many times unto death itſelf, 1.25 12 26; of got nn 
And this the pceple of the Lord pwe(l codurey4t being as 
ccreain rh:cir portionzo be. perſccutedy av ics dhe- pracion 
the falfe. Chuxctr ro perfecure $5 who, Huild-thelt uperfirns | 
ctures of Wilil-worſhip , on no other towndaiions but. Via 
lence and ?Craclcy ; . et(e: whatmean thele wniprilonmen:!s; 
baniſhments, wars and maſlacres, which have been made in- 
Ewnyrore 'for Religion ; what troubles and defolations in 
Germ+ng,: civil commorions in Fraxce,crueltics cxcreited, in 
the Netherlands by that Dating of the Romilh Church, the: 


ſatisfaftion of a blood-thiiſty and 1nfatiable Clergy , when 
the Diſciples of the-Lord Jeſus were to ule n ther vios 
lence againſt thoſe rhat rrjected them, than to ſhake the duſt 
ſrom their teet , which ſhould be. a witneſs againlt them ac 
the Tribunal of Jeſus, not Cefers? yea this Popiſh principic: 
of propagating 'Religiou by the, Sword , hati), reached zhe: 

American: many hundred thouſands 'of them awing 
keendeſtroycd , becauſe they would not be Profelices ; no 
other cauſe being to be given ; [tor \t cannot be.ſuppoſed, 


thole 


_ et 


> LSvBGroanrfw bty Fs o/ 5 
thoſe. remote and had (o much'as knownthe 
Spaniard, much leſs dqnc any injury agcothithy "our bwn 
| Nation hathalſo tele the rage of this.tury, -bothbefore , and 
in the R:iga of Queen Adary, and the wile-may judge whe- 
ther the Biſhops endeavours: .ro impoſe rheir- Licurgy in 5 
Scot lond,.. withrabriv craclties in England , did'ogtcontrivue ood 
macluro our happy ;eodubics Bur, certaioly:4f clie = 
Romaith yur National Clergy (were: guided by the Spirir of - 

God, the Authority of Scripture, or force of Argument to 
{uppart cheir torms of worſhip ,' they would nav then - im--- 
polc chem by external totce,. when by-ſuch proccedings they 44.24 
reader themſclves akcogerhet nnlikerbeLord Jelusthe Prince TY 
of peace, »-Who. deltroy mens lives, bar ro-fank .: $i au 1 
thens/1n0itghsh, 206 Wand «ww nr at > 3 os WY 

Bur onthe cortrary.it will evincero alt that have thefkr 
eycsopen ,, how 
ken with the blood of the Saiats, and with the blood ot the | 
Marcyrsof Jeſus, 


| wx albſubb * {* -{þ 
cor perſwall- © OS 4 of 


% 


wencicher'd 
Kings jeſty that now Reigneth., whom» we own to be 
chiet Magiſtrate and Governour of theſe Nations, \over iall _ / 
perſons as well Ecclefiaſtical >: Teaaginals And dye: ik , 

Om- - 


wy —_- Py 21 veſſtd. I 


Commandeghae do 10.001 Scriptures of ruth, ſhall 
we-yeckd aftiver -obcdicnce noconly tor wrath but allo-for + 
con'cicnce lakes and if auy thing otherwile ſhall be xequi- 4 

red, we {hull bepaſhve, an tuir what nay be inflifted on | 

nh Con- us for our for what cverhath 

Sezrhe Ccn- i emcn », yerthat and Govermmcoyis an O 

priced in | Sinagoeial God, hath ben froquently _—_——- Gur. diſ- 


priarcd, agd 


EL era is TIS is es 
| Cur IpIrits a GhENNCeT may ce ro lerve the 
I Eternal God ,' wbich 
Rom, 14412. lame Apoltle{aithin 

an account of himſe elf to God. * But our Arguments; : the 

ficſt of which ſalt berhar ik ca Gadeninat co 

the Ki Na NELLIN 


{cen we 
+ Ler it chcrctore be conſidered: þ db 
'» — _ a0 tingin 


off = wy onſcence, its 


——_ 


on all Magiftraroio al NE 
k c$ 1 e cr; 
then it wolived dn: Ti b,muſtwererei theadleres! 20 
be t in Spade, be Papiſts, in Exp» 

y the/:cighnbs: Cayrs, 


| | apilts again in 'Queca 
_ * aries, and Proxeliants wen El; 
forever as the Sing Religion ; ' wee -muſt 


i Kio: 15 39 
*GQng it the bets die LotdJefus 
Ic 4cobebouard in all 


ties 0 of the 
- lphichds fol 


Sons Greens for ber Direed. 5 
p25 ga the Nlew Teſtamcar 5 ot Hoc how doth ir . 
Appears, whole ſtream of the New Teſtament Scrip- E*t 50 man 


-turtsmacicar in anorher channdl ; and. there is no colour (10th 
FT ſuch ſuppoſition, as fatthet appears. which is writ- 


uſt rhe Apoſttes rhernſclves (rhar gave forth thoſe wa, 1Cor. 4, 6. 

Ganmands which are wriaten-in Scripture to be obedient 
co Magiſtrates)refuſed to be obedient rocheir Rulers; when 
they were commanded to forbear , that which they judged 
pact of the: worſhip of God , and faid , Whether it be right ARs 4.19-20, 
eve fighraf God, to hearkgen nato you more thin wito God, 
judge yer, 

- All che - of the New Teſtament » that en- 
ebedicnce unto Magiſitates , were wtitten when the 
the. ng pe the world, - whoſe Emperours 


onftantinej times, it there- 
- that any-of thoſe Texts of Scrip- 

to Magiltrares , intend an obc- 
Gicncc in neon: x reg foryhenide Chriſtians that lived , 
under thoſe Emperours, moſt nets have denied Chriſt,and x, 5, 
men do Romas godt , Co (6ene of the Emperours ;, Chap. 


co Moriſtriees n ſuch, lave yower fromGod in the 
Jnycoof the Goſpel, to connntyein gat matters , ajid 
bh rr ne thar obey"riot, then nit Chriſtians ſurely be 
obedient, not only for wrath ,'but_alſofor conſci- 


Coq ; bur it this were rrve, the 
far from 2it and Ws 
ciplect Chrilt'withour 
kim; yeaall” 

at anend, and 'theyt 
condemaecd (for it is not obelh 
ſecurions, if all rage morn 


ſpiritual 
cauſes were Re ifon £o-b&« yr tedbnably 


tollows,that no Magiſttine aur toilet from God to , __ 

compel in caſts-batnthe contraty for Sainrs to _ 2 

oeepatn Re _— rather than atually obeys A&.14.21. 
ancly by the rewarded and juſtice, 3 Tio1.2.3 1.03 


7 there could 4 


10 Signs Groans for berrDiftreſſe, 
as by the Scrſqroret ot the New Taq8amem: appears. Bix 
it ic be objected, that neither the Magiſtrateis20 commune, 
nor the (ubjes afually ro obcy any-thing but whagisac- 
cording to the minde of God. x fo, 

It is anlwered, that all Magiſtrates ſuppoſe” what ever 
they impole to be (0; butthe queſtion is, who 1s to detcr- 
mine, for it the Magiſtrate, or any other-man, or men, have 
power from God to judge and derermine-whar is lawiwul 
tur meu to obey , then no room is lett for'thena.to diſpurc 
the, lawtylnels ot apyot his. commanids , it being theirgdury 
roobcy what ever is commanded , and fo as it hazh been 
ſaid before , the Croſs ot_ Chriſt ceaſcs ; bur it: everyone 
ſhall give account for himſelt &o God, then it reaſorably fol- 
lows that every-man: judge tot himſclt 12 matrers fpiricua], 
Joſh 24.15, and therefore for the iEzace tg compel,cannor: be wat - 
ranable by Scripture or Reakyn,:..-: ' ud uot Nut 

Again, that"the power to judgetAnd determine-in-fpiri- 
tual matters, is not 11 2 jw 7 wr fuch, Gallie the Rowan 
Deputy of 4ch4ia, well und ,when the Jews made in- 
{urreftion with one accord againſt Pau! , and brought. bim 
tothe Judgement feat; ſayings Thu fellow per ſwaderh mans 
to worſhip God comtrary tothe Law (which almoalt cver: ſince 
hath been the great cry by all ſorts. of the National Clergy, 
whole turns it  hacly, been:ro have: the. Magiſtrate :zop yheir 
fides,againft all s thatihaverdiffcred trom'tbent) bur 
Gallie (aid , If it were a matter of wrong , or wicked lewdue(s, 
O ze Jews, reaſon would that I ſhould bear with you, but if it be 
«9a ion of words, and mawes,. and of your Laws lnok yee to it, 
099 p"oMG for 1 will be no a Winch : And he-drave thew 


Rom.14.12+ 


At,08, 12,033 
141 531 6+ 


yered 58: . from the Judgement ſexpee Which worthy example ,. it-Ma- 
brirenhecid Biltrates would be Pertwaded ro follow, byjudging and. pu- 
nx-vel!, it be= Niſhiuag. only, /Civill- igjuries and wrongs ; :aod leaving 
nz 2 civitin» Spiricual, difterences to bee decided and judged , and pu- 
Jun) niſbed by Jeſus Chi accordjag to the Goſpel » they 
then would finde, themſclyes. and: Governments quickly 
free TOIDADY Incoavenie{ices thagmow: they are involved 
in, abour deciding Rehgious Commpyerſtes , with cxternal 


p tOrce and. cry UBLLS ;: 4s þ bet” ; i 
et. ' And now thatno Magiſtraze ,. alchough a Cliriltian, hath 
| power 


; Sims Groens for ber Diftreſſed, 
peUwerro'be a Lord ovcraio:hers faich ,.or by ontwatd 
tof@@ro\nnpolc any thing 1a the worſhip of God, is 
alfo yery Clear. © 


r Becauſe the Lord Jeſus himſelf, would never by any 
outward force compel men to receive him or his Da- 
&cine , tor when his Diſciples ſuppoling they might uſe 
Violence (as under-the Law \would have commauded tice 
to come down from heaven (as Elie did) ro conſume 


them that would not receive him , Cariſt turned and rc- ' 


buked them, ſaying , Te know not what ſpirit ye arcof , for 
the Son of man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, but to [ave 
them; and moſt remarkable doch it appear, chat ic is nor 
the4uctcnt of che. Lord Jeſus ,' chat juigement (hou! be 
exccutcd on thoſe xhat rejet his woris ta the paaiſhing 


them incheir bodies and\el[tatcs ig. this lite (asunder the ' 


L 


) from his-own: (ayirigs , written Febs' r2.47,48. 
which { c thus +» 4, Op 14n hear my word: , and beleeve 
naty, Þ j 098 nat . 97 of came not t0 juage the world, bat to 
ſave theoverid,and be thas reje Zoth. me, and receiveth not my 
ward, bath one that ju b bis , the werd thats ] bave (pe- 
ken,the ſame ſhall judge bim as che Iuft dep. And the Apoltlcs 
alſo were (0 far from propagating the Goſpel by outward 
violence andfarce, chat all cheix proceedings were by in- 
wreaty ang pexfwationg and wn calc of reſiſtance to ſhake 
the duſtdrom: their” feet as-a wirnels againſt their oppo- 
ſcrs pag wilti avail colayybecaule cheMagiſtrate excr- 
ciles authority oh civil and Seraporal things, which the 
Lotd Chriſt would not , that therefore inſpiritual things 
theytnay'do theſame ; uvleſs it may be ſuppoſed the Ma- 
giltrazes rightto have ſupremacy. over the world to come, 
in-allhcaventy and cterval things , becauſe Gad: hath gi- 
veabim power over theyworld that now1is in carthly and 
ceniporal things , which may; njecured upon as good 
ground from what is written asthat a Magiltrace under 
the Goſpel-diſpeaſation, ah, more power in {piricual 
cauſes, than the Lord:Cluiſtz, or bis Apoſtles would exer+ 
ciſc'elpecialby (cing there is po the leaſt warrant for = 
T »-\ 2 1 


1 
USL Jo» 441453 
46, 
Mir.yo.i4. 
At.13.5 I. 


As the dividing 
Inherirtances, 
&c, : 


Iſa. 8.15. 


Mat.20 25. 


I Per. 54233, 


z Car.c.20. 


x Cor.4.14913 their Miniſtry's burasthe, Apoſtic Bual- Fares 
V, 


5 


Sions Groant for ber Diftreſed. 
ſuch power from Curilt_or the Reins « frar 2 
thing char is writtert in che Scripcures of KL 
meit, Ard tothe Low, ard tothe Toft _ , ty 


not according to this WT Its becauſe. th:re 4 light i” 


them, 


2 It any men, as Chriſtians, under heaven. haye:had 
any (uch power 1n che daycs' of thie. Goſpel, the Apo- 
tle and Eldecs in ee Primitive times mult needs bave» 
had ic; bur = they utterly diſclaimed, as Pat in the 
2 Cer.1-24. Not for that we have Domixion over your faub, 
but are helper: of your joy , for by faieh you and: Yeache 
Lord Jefus when hey ewes tor Domination forbids it, 
ſaying , Tee know that the ' Princes of the Gentiles exetys 
ciſe Dominion over then, - and they that are great da ex 
erciſe Authority upon them, bat. for) wot hee fo amangt 
1083. cven (© faith Peter '(prak - the Elders, Faxd 
the flock of God whigh"vs , eahcog-wher any 
fee thoruf net by ceaftrwig; pxytorhrags. ay a 


[nere , but of Kor winds, wither ras OT 
Gods Herita wt Faamples ro; s: Why 
— by V 7 I bart and 
pported' by Viokenec an when: the Fomnda- 
ca anallihe Apailles 


my why tie Apoft 
and. Prienitee Saints took nc ingon the worke of 
the n__ , and frog ry Ives to bee the -Mi- 
niſters of Got the way now uled: by.the Nagio» 
nak-Chtgy7 AE Gorhing ts. more untike-z they: being 
AribaMadours for che Prince of Peace-, didin kigftrad 
beloctty- and pray the diſobedicar to bee xeconciled to 

," hover ſtirring up- the Nations to- ruine , and de+ 
firoy by external Violence thoſe that' © poſed them in 


"hs. 


Sians Groans for boy Difi re fed, 
viled, we bleſr, being perfecuted, wee ſuffer ity. bring de- 
z wee intreat , gving no offence in ony thing , 
that the CAbiniſtery bee not biamed , but in all things ap- 
proving eur ſelves as the Miniſters of God, in much , Cor.6.fom 
Patience , in Aſiftions , in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in 3.1.0 the 10. 
Saripes , in Imprifanments, in Tumvults, in Labours, in 
Mintebings, in Faſt ings, by Pureneſe , by Knmewleage, by 
Longo [nffering, by Kwn4neſs , by the' Holy Ghoſt, by Love 
wiſergned, &c., O yce Rulers of the World, avd In- 
babiragiyat the Earb 3 this was the way the Lard of 
alltbingl , wih his Diſciples and followers took, 40>) 
put and\-eftablith che P.ftrine of the) Golpel in the 
rts andafhiftions ot the Sons of mcn, -B: yee nat 
therefore »4znlike thaſe whom you ſay you tullow , 
by impoſing.your Dottrines and Traditions by the Vic- 
lence of Penal Laws aud Edits, ro rhe Imprifoning , 
Baviſhing, and Spoyliag the Goods of the . Con- 
ſcieacious, canfing them (as the Saincvof old} to bee, 
Deſticure , Aiced:, 3nd Tormenced , although tar ;,,";"* 
their jnnogency and uprightnels ,, the world 5 not wor- | 
thy of them. Ts 


3 Ic-is very plaine .chat the-Lord: Jcfus finiſelte; 1g is. 
in. bis Parahic of the Taxes, and ..W heat , forbids M 
any queward force-or violence, to bee exerciſed: up- 
on falſe Worſhippers: and Hereticks as (uch,, tor by 
the Tares, which he forbids the pulling up. .cannot;be - 
inended the {ws — of che Second Table, fach 
as Theeves , rs,. or aoy . that ſhould doe 
that Civil injury or wrong umo another, which: hee 
would not haye done uno hintfelfe , tor atk cons- 
feſſe wich one conſent » ..that. che Magiſtrates: Aus 
thority reaches ſuch z neither can i bee ntcaded 
that she chilexca of the wicked one in anydeule that 
vidbly- appear ro be fo, ſhorld bee tolerated in the 
Church, for that deſtroyes the power af Excom- 
munication: That which unavoidably then follows , _ 
iS 5 Tha although men _—_— or: the _ * 
3 Felt - 
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Sons Gfoant for her Daft refſed... o 
dren-of the wicked one', by crring in the worſhip'bt 


God;, yer ſhould they nor ©bee plucked up ;-but+ roles. 


rated 'in the Field of the World, ancill the Harveſt 
ſha#{ come art the end of this World , when the Angels 
who are"to bee the Reapers ( and infallibly carr "dis 
{tinguiſh berween the Tarcs and rhe Whear ,, whitti 
10. Mapgiftrare now can) ſhall "gather che Tares 4n 
bundles, and caſt them into a Furnace” of fare; 
there ſhall bee wayling ,' and gnaſhing- of teeth; 
Which Scriptuze 10 emwiently:couchides for: a' To- 
leration , that the greateſt 'Enctales "to rruceLiberty , 
have been at a great loſſe,' when they have endea- 
vourcd ro make-it: (peak fome other thing ;'as that 
Expoſitor is, wholaycs, It feerns co bim'tise to note 
the durty- of 'the Civil Magiſtrate , bur the event' of 
Gods Vrovidence , *that God would permit the” eo- 
labiration of the wicked in the \Vorld - with the 


juſt ; * rior char Magiſtrates or Miaiſters' ſhovld - per" 


mit theta » and-not "by Civilt:puniſhmenr, of 'Becle- 
liaſtical, remove them. 'out 'of the Chunch, or the 
World. 

But if men did not fight againſt Truth, they 
wduld-: riot” {o., crainently contradict their own ſay- 


ings, for "who can belceve that it ſhould bee! the 


ndb- of God , 'to 'permirt the co-habitarion of the 
wicked in the World with thejuft,” as aforclaid, and 
yer: the Mapiſtrate ſhould not-permit them , but re- 
move them by ' Civill puniſhment-out-of the World, 
Hao the Magiſtrate power to remove thoſe out of the 
World,-thatGod would haye permitted to: live, How 
{oon may a Magiſtrate , if gaided by ſuch Dodrine 
bring the- blood 
nz and innocent blood the Lord 'will not par- 
; 2 King. 24. 4 Ir: therefore highly. concernes 'all 


Maniſtrates, before they:perſecute "any" for triatrers of 
Faith or Worſhip; tofee they! have'a better warrant 


torſo doingzithanche word of meny-which will not 
ſecure them at that day when God ſhall judge the (e- 
crets 


of the Innocent upon- himſclte and 


- — IS 


Os A RI) A TATE i —_ 


I Y 


ws ERA gs 
OO — -— - 
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crets” of - men ," by*Jeſus Chriſt , — ge 6 e.5 
Go(pel 3 which will bee found to bee ok  —_— 
ſhall be , —o the: dead both ſmall and greac — 
ſh#l] ſtand- before God to be Judged by what is written 
thereins according to-their works ; as the Lord Teſus So many as 


hayc lived 


ſaith » The Word that { have ſpoken , the (ame ſhall judge 1 
you atthe laſt day; and this is his word, to Let both Tares _—_ -M 
pn ru 5 together im the Field of the World watil Golpel cemes. 
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«4 It canin nowiſe be ſafe, for Magiſtrates in 
the dayes of the Goſpel, to perſecute and deſtroy 
thoſe that are contrary minded in Religious-mat- 
ters, becauſe of their fallibilty3"and'rhar is the 
very reaſon why the Lord Jcfas;* in the" fore- 
mentioned Parable, forbids gatheting up the Tares, 
leſt the Wheat be rooted yp, along with them, 
That Magiſtrates may ere. in..Þigitual and Re- 
ligious matters, woful experience bath- taught 
the world in or be the Lord of Life himſelf was 
put to death ,'for ſuppoſed blaſptiemy and wicked- 
neſs, and accuſed for being an enemy unto Cepr, 
which great miſtake was committed through igno- * 
rance, as Peter \aith, Ana new Brethren , | wotthat AQ 3-37, 
through ignorance ye did it , 44 alſo did your Kmlers, 

And at this day,what miſtakes are continued in Ma; 
giſtrates abour Religion , ſome being Calvinifts a8 
in Holland, and Geneva, more Lutherans , but the tn wore: 
greateſt part Papiſts,avd each of theſe condemnerh, 
and manv times perſecuteththe other fo: Herefie 
orSuperſtition , univoydably therefare it follows, 
chat ſome ot ti.c{c niult erre , bug we.ncted, not. go 
far tor che proot ot this.in one and the-ſame perſon, 
who receives that at one time: for truth, which ac 
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43 is France the Protflenrs,whege the Magiſtrate is 


cauſe” io.cen(ci nce towards God, cannot recgve the in- 
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© Cejer and upon this — per als pt teſt pare 
of men being noregenerats,. 4nd have. no ey: Seiin _ 
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:W they 
rleemoochers, the Papiſts themſelves, ' 
can 


of. 
we wrirteg 


— by q rw 7 Ling this they defired,) » more "4 
themſrives would allow-to others, when in fr aig ſo many of 


Religioncandbenepyorcil x colleration, aud Afar- 

J Pe: 87. of bis 2s Lurker inrhis Serimon of: Shepherd, engliſſ.cd by 
DF W.8. inthe year 2g8 1. The Kingdome,of Chriſ, 

not verned ati ibltby any force or power, byt by. 


hing alone, that is by the Goſpel, why cherefore. 


from them in. 


CAARQL : 


a ner or me Spirit, and the Paris be as 
puuchſen biberry ingrolgericy3+.in adverſity, ſceing the 1.ord 
Jeſus hath nor ©) Bede pns tile. tothe uſe of force and vip- 
leace,in the work of the Goſpel, anda+ another time, if theci- 
vibſwordde not to be precured,cthen to uſe arguments and per- 
"ſwationg;n0, at #lltimes the rule which his Diſciples muſt the 
1 nOHh whatſoever ye would that men ſhould.dato you, 
do you eyen ſo to them For with what meaſure yemeet, ir ſhall 4. 7.1. x; 
be meaſured to you again, go 
-  Anebecad ery Beb+4on,bath not egrceetiyings 
'  |but exerciſeth all manner-of cruelcies, and-deaths upon fuch as 
” cannot believe asſhe believes and praQtiſes,thereforeG od will - 
find outa way toretaliate upon her,all che blagd of bis ſervants 
and in cheeup which ſhe-hach filled, ſhall ir be filled ro ber dou- 
ble ; how nffuck ſhe hath glorified her ſelf,and liveddeliwouſly, | 
= ſoanuch torment and ſorrow giveber, for ſbe Gairkja, her heart, A*® — 
I fit a-Queen, and at no widdow, and :ſhal{ ſfeeno-ſerrqw,,. WY 
Therefore ſhall her plagues come in one day, Death and 
Maurnng.aqd Famine,and ſhe ſhall be utterly-burne with five, 
farGrong:iatheLord God who judgeth her. andthe Kings.of 
) have committed fornication,and lived delitgguily 
with her; ſball.bewale. Ong lament for ber, - and teyMerchancs, 
which grethe greatmen of the Evrebs who-Trafique with her 
inthinge coſtly; delicate and of e(teem wn theſWardo andin 
faves ant ſouls of men,/or ( 4s bythe mergargir may þeraad!) 
bodies and ſouls of met, theſe allo ſhall mourn over bar, fur nOverr, i1. 
nan buyerb their Merchandize '2ny more, and tbysthg fierge- 
neſs of Gods wrathxtilbovet take her, to the hoking after like 
a Malone into'thebottome of rhe Sea;becauſe the great weight 
ofjanocent blood lyerbbupon .ber, farun tr willhe found the: 
blood of Prophetsand of Sainrs,and al} that were ſlane ypon the 
Earth, he-that therefore would got partake with herinany of 
| ber plagues let hin flee'from her;ard parcake nor. withherjn 
ay of bet ſas ( one of rhe greatchh bejrip tie perſoentraro " FERC 
for keeping a good conſcrence-!) :formxcegpt > thi: great God) 
fhauld ceaſe tobe what he is, if mentrepaxtnotol therdecds;! 
there will be as certait:ly punifhmencgs there is/fan; 'andiſball; 
not be thaarm of fleſh that will be able rofuppotetchigfiritapesy 
36.1 C2 _ though 


verſ, ri. 24, 


ther! ſhall the \viftome and petderiee of gy bs rudy 
ro*cedp” af tier! julfyements, tf + CE 
thirig aS4inſt het , ye Gol wtliqrighetthe-very 
fighr againſt ber}, and*will contend wich her, 
Peſtilecce, yea and S« ordto,. although the: 


by bis great-wot ks-, &-judge 
Farth; , will he gain himdſelfa'name, 
evenſlo A 
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Sldkwaies lawfhl from the-word of Got; for Chriſlian 


Msjeftraresidithe darevof the Geſpell; to deſtroy, and root our 
the conrrary-minded in religious. natters ( though Kolaters, ) 


ſo/fuch proceedingsamay ſormimes prove inconſiſtent, -with the 


very Veings of Nations, for-ſuypoſe any Natidn were wholy 


beathenifty 


Kavhaiots, and-the word of God coming in amoalt - 
\ chi6iti] ' (eulT convert. the cheife Majeſtrate, andonetwenti- 
. et pic ofthe Nation more, muſt he then wich that ewedti- 


ef'parr-Utfcoy all the other ninereco, ifthey will nor be con. 
yerted; dur continue in ro  anorys [dolatry, 'it cantioe 
poſhibly de- fopoſed robe warrantable - and this reafon holds 
good: 7 ikwe 3gainſt the rooting up and Wars Fxcktreat 

| painſt 


cages, 'oer ofthe world; becauſe iftheChureh 
any 6 hef triembets to excomunication,” The Churches deporr= 
+. thent ro #Erdy hin f& caſt onr;” is ro be the fame Us towards a 
Heathen; ſo ſich Chrift himſelf, if/be negle& to hear te 
Church ee him be unto thee as an Heathen man, and # Publi- 
can'whv# for the afozeſtid reaſonisnotto be deſtroyed becauſe 


brings:into- bis vineyard , ſome at the third hour, ſome atrte 


' rg | Biff whitredy the Tx ble of the Kingy of !/ el and 
Tea, is made the. greateſt ic"? ro. ſuppore Ne Moſer 
roteedifÞs under the Golpe), IHperfecuting, andpunithing, 
the eaMHry minded in reipiousmatrers,” or ſiichvas ſhall be a 
judged puilted of Malpbony or {delatry therefore the ſecond 
Cannen. of the -Faxglifo Church, rells us, wh." ever ſhall at- 


fir the" Maj h noo rhe ſime Pactioricy i11 
cad | ther | bait the 
= | Id deferre 
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wars 3 ere ious 


LiWw,-if-che | rote; jefttrateguriderthe ©. 
Gofpal 0Wilkby,” then why multic be mangled in peeres, arid 
juſt- ſo/ tuck taken of it #5 ſuices their imterelt, and all the reft © 
reſected, ' isit left to Ma jeſtrates now,” 0rwas itiever-leſt to-the- 
Jewifi Kivjy; to takewlint parofitehey pleaſe to be a rule to 
thet;' (hd 2a1l h& elf, -add it is eminently remntrkeble, 
hew. this; pleais by the {a»y"theniſevesrhacmoticondend for + 
it, - aizd+ tdpether invalid} for by ivehey. will irre nptheCivill © 
Majef.rxte, to puniſh thoſe that diſfentsfrom them 4bouc. the = 
Docrrme '#ti{ worſhip; under the notion of Bliſpliemer 'or 
Hereticks, and againſt ſuch chis Law muſt beheld Amchencick; 
bur he chatſ:cirech or curſetly his Facher!,,-06-Morher, or 
Nealech'a*man;* or himthaccommirrteth Adukery;cor breakethy . 
the Sabborh', who were all 'offthem\ ſurea# d6purto d2artiby 
the fame judiciaIlLaw, yetingheſecaſesrity will nor tell the 
Majeſtrate it is any rule'bur'is to berejeted; becauſes here 
they cannot much make it reach their ſuppoſed Hereticks, who- 
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that did not,fuly* ary whac ye GAA /aanr7 wh 
ouNifhed , "bur alſo-what che iculer puniſhment t0every 
ſeverali-offence ſhould be, | 
Furthermore, it is Yet: lain, phat rhe Goſpel which we live 


Piſpenſation, fandifferentinall-i;s Or- 

nces, and Adminillrations,}fromuhe. Law: under which 
rhe: Lord Jeſus che only Law-gaver who-doth-not ( as 4ſo/er) 
preceee againſt che Tfan tgreſſorsofhis Precrpts, by Externall 


torce and,Power, t0 the:deftroying them 41a their Bodies,” and 
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worſhip; the People in their own Land, and For bis fo 

CY doing Ferhou 7 mode or reaſon of State; for what: Prinef 
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BF” 8, Silt Groans for ber DIfreſeh, 
"= Nc ſhall take leave to mind and keep in memory the Liberty 
-” of tender Conſciences which the Kings Majeſty declzre4from 
= Bredah, and ſhall yet live in hopeardexpeRation to be parts- 
kers of the benefit thereof, Þeing reaſonably perſwated thatthe 
ſage Principle that led his Majeſty ro afſ*ic ſuck Chrifiian Li- 
berty {ti]] remains with himto the allowing and proteRing his 
peaceab!c Subjects , intheir reigious, conce:ments, humble pray- 
ing that Cod may order his Miri , and the hearts of his great 
Courcel, to proclaim Liherty by a Law, ard the openings of 
the Priſons to them that are bound, that thicſe Ceſires may not 
ſeem Novel, or ſuggeſied by us in the Cay ofour ditre(s, we have 
herewith Jncerted the Teſlimony -of the Ancients, which we 
bave Collected out of DoRter, Per. Taylers Liberty of Prophe- ; 
ſyings, which we pray may be Impertially Conſitered. 

It is obſerveable, that reflraining ITN ty, impoſing upon 0- 
ther mens w'deriandings, being matters of their Conſcierces, Eif-pege 18, 
and lording it over their faith, came in with the retinue and train 
of Antichriſt, that is, they came as other abuſes and corruption 
of the Cliczcheic ,, by reafon ofthe iniquity of the times, andthe 
cooling of tha }r:!t heats of Chriſtianity, ard rcheincreaſe of in- 
tereſt, and the abatcments of Chriſtian ſimplicity. \ 

When the Churucs fortune grew better and her ſors erew worſe 
and fome ot her Fathers worſt of al, * for in thefirft 300, years, 748*'9- 
there was no fign of perfecuting any man. for his opinion, though Wahry>7 po 4 
at that time there were very horrid opinions commenced , for ju, s,Hilay, 
they then were aſlalted by rew Sets, which deſtroyed the Minutixs ſellix, 


common Prizciples, of nature, of Chriſtianity, ofinneceticy, and —_— 
Publick Socity. Ard they whe uſed #l the means Chriſtian arid ew, Hivem, 


Spirituall, for ther difimiprovement and conviction, though nat 4 ſine Damaſen, 
of uſing corporal force , otherwiſe thenthieblaiming ſuch pro-.7hoplyle#, 
ceedings. To which: I adde thr all wiſe Princes, till they were 0. «rite ſcelesfay, 
ver born with faction, or ſolicited by peeviſh perſons,gateTolera- & 6.Bernari. 
tion todiffering SeRs,cc, "#50 

And the experience which chriſtendome Rive bad in thistaft Pageno, 
ape is argument enough , that tolleration of dMering gpitiiogs, 
is ſo far from the diſtrubing the publick Peace,or deſtroying tht 
intereſt of Princes and Common Wealths, that it fomeehact 


the Publick, or ſecure Peace , becauſe thereis not fo much as the 
pretence of region, left to perſons to contend forit, being already 
indulged to them, c, D whea 
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IOTT, { Ter DI Ied, | 
When the French fanght againſt the Hagnenots, the ſpillingot 
her own blood was argument enough of the imprudence of that 
way of q— religion, but fince ſhe bath given permiſſion 
rothem, the World is wittneſs how proſperous ſhe hath been ever 
finee,iadeed then tis great reaſon to give Tollerationto diſagneing 
Perſons, whoſe opinions by faire means cannot be altered, for if 
the Perſons be confident they will ferve God according totheir 
perſwaſions, and if they be publickly prohibited, they wiltbe 
privately conveine, &c, 

Anditisalſo a part of Chriſtian Religion, that the Liberty of 

mens conſciences, ſhould be preſlervedin all thing-, where God 
hath not made a limit or fet a reſtraint, char the Soul of man 
fhould befree, and acknowledge no Maſter but Jeſus Chrif, that 
matters ſplritual, ſhould not a reſtained by puniſhments corpor- 
all, and that the ſame Meekneſs and Charity ſhould be preferred 
in the promotion of Chriftianity, that gavcit foundation, andin- 
creement, and firmneſs in the firſt publication, that concluſions 
ſhould not be more dogmarical then the vertuall reſolution, and 
efficacy of the premiſie, and that the Perſon ſhould not more cer- 
tainly be condemned then their opinions confuted, And laſtly, 
that the infirmity of man, and difficulty ofthings, thould be both 
put in Ballance, to make abatement in the dehnitive ſentences a- 
gainit mens perſons, 

And therefore the beft of men and moſt glorious of Princes were 
alwayes ready to give Tolleration, but never to make oxecutions 
for matrers diſputable as Exfebias in his ſecond book of the Life 
of conltantine reports. ' 

Alſo King 7ames writing to the ſtate of the unieed provinees,dated 
the 6th.of March i613.among other things, ſaith,thart you charge 
them to maintain Peaceby bearing one with another :n ſuch differ- 
ances of Opinions & 26 Seanay. likeCounſel in the diviſions of 
ermany , at the firſt retormation was chovght reaſonable by the 

nperour Fardinauds & hiscxcellent SonMaximilian,for they bad 
obſerved thas violence did exaſperate, was nubleſſed, was unſuce(- 
ful and unreaſonable, and therefore they made decrees of toltera- 
tion, and appointed tempers and exptdients ts be drawn up by di- 
ſcreet Perſons, and Ewanzel Philibert, Duke of Save) repenting 
ofhis Warr undertaken for Religion again!t the Podement ans, pro- 
mifed them tolleration, and was a5 good as his word, as much as is 


done 
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done by the lobi po , IC * Te bel Drinads 1 is od _ 
Biſhops gave toſier ciori od thrh ities alſo in Rowe it (lf cifithe  _-*4 4 
time of * 7 «ti114% rheEmpery 'the Catholicks and Navatian! oy ves, 
had Ckurches indifferenly permſted,” and tlie Pope: were the firſt * $+ 


Preachers of forceand yblence'itullay Kellen, avd vyetir 

came not ſo faras Geath, uri! that ther Dodtinb 

was Deminick, the Fourler of ws hegpin order of Fryvy2, the T 
Fryer Preachers in metory'of which che inquiſition'fs mtruſted 4 
only co the Fryers of his ouler! * - Sos = { 


Tn England, alchaughteP opc had ag great Power here asany Z 
where, yet there were no'zecutions for matter of opinion, until poſt pogean." 
Henry the fourth ON? i: arped the Cray ) was | : : . 

F ' Clerks Parnoks ; 
IF : a Spoke i 


willi=g by all" meens'Wfericar" q 
Euemies, thatTo he mightb"ſace em.c nsp p 
deed it may become them we enough, whoate wife inthar pe- 
nerations than the Children fT.ight,it may poſſiBleſerve the pol- puge 28. 
licies ofevil perſons, but neve the pucc and chaſt deſigns of Chri- | 
ftianty, 
» By this timeT hope it will n« be thought reaſonableto ſay, he 
that teacheth mercy to erringgerfons, teachc: indiflerency in Re- 
ligion,unleſs ſo many Fathers,and ſo many Churches, and the beſt 
of Emperours,and all the Work tilithey were thuſed by Tyran- 
ny,Popery,and Fattion, ) did teachindiferancy, tor Thave ſhewed 
that Chriſtianity does not puuiſh coPoraliy, perſons erring ſpi- £1 
ritually,but indecd Papery does,and jave gone,cy er ſince they were 
raughtit by their S. Dominick, | 
And yet after all this 1 bay<ſo«e thing to exempt my ſelf from 
the clamour of this Objection, -0r let all errorsbe as much and as 
zealouſly ſyppreſſed as may bs butlerirbe done by ſuch means as 
qre proper in{truments of ther ſuppreſſion, by Preaching and di(- 
x utation, ſo that neither ot hem breed difturbance'by charizy and 
eneſs, by holineſs of lie, and aſſeduity ofexhortation, by the 
word of God and Prayer for theſe waycsare moſt natural, mo$ 
P-udenr, moſt peaceabe and effetual, only. let not mea be haſty 
incallinp every diflikee opltion by the name of Heriſie, and when 
they have reſolved, . they will callicfo, ler them uſe che ercing 
* Perſon like a Brother, aotbeating him like a dog, or convince bim 
with a Gibbet, or yex lim out. of his undeftanding and perſwaki- 
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